Minutes of the Genetic Modification Safety Committee

15 January 2018
Present
Allan Hayle



Tracey Mustoe


Malcolm Shepherd


Paul Sopp


Jan Rehwinkel



Kathryn Robson


Nigel Roberts



Philip Hublitz


Graham Ross









Absent          David Beeson, Tao Dong, Peter McHugh, Chris Lagerholm, Stella Keeble
1. Apologies for Absence

None
2. Minutes of the Meeting December 2016
The minutes of the previous meeting were agreed as a true record. 
3. Matters Arising

GM Returns Update
· AH informed the committee there were 3 outstanding returns as of 8/1/18 but following Kathryn’s email with the threat of them having to deal directly with the Safety Office, all but one was received. The last group were still amending their risk assessments.
Tracey suggested AH submit the WIMM GM returns early if completed and AH agreed.
4. University Biological Safety Officer's report
TM had nothing to report.
5. New GM risk assessments approved since January 2015 (listed below)
· AH reported that there were only 3 new risk assessments approved in 2017 but two were class 2 assessments which needed reviewing
· Class 2 assessment review

IMM226 Production of RECOMBINANT REPLICATION-DEFECTIVE LENTIVIRUSES as part of The WIMM virus Production Facility (VPF)

Philip Hublitz/Ryan Beverage

AH stated that this new Assessment was for work in the virus production facility that was not covered under their IMM207 (class 1) assessment
Philip provided a list of the plasmid vectors they were proposing to use but Tracey had asked for more information to include insert/gene function, together with any risks. In addition, since the facility was responsible for customer provided lentiviral plasmids, a risk assessment needed to be in place before any work could commence

Also, whilst lentiviral transduced cells were considered class 1 disabled hosts they would require a containment level 2 classification under COSHH, so this should be stated in the assessment.

All the changes were made and there were no issues raised by the GMSC and acknowledgement and consent were received at the end of March 2017.
IMM227 elucidating IMMUNOLOGICAL pathways in vitro and in vivo

Corinna Kulicke/Enzo’s group

 This Assessment evolved from Enzo’s interest in the pathways and mechanisms underlying mammalian immune responses in both infection and tumour development. To investigate this, they proposed to generate overexpressing cell lines using lentiviral expression vectors as well as cell lines deficient for or carrying mutations in genes of interest with Clustered Regularly Interspaced Short Palindromic Repeats (CRISPR)/CRISPR-associated (Cas)-mediated genome editing (or similar such as TALENS) using plasmids generated by the WIMM Genome Engineering Services or similar constructs.

Originally a member of the group (Claudia Lopez) wanted to add some new lentiviral vectors to IMM 087 (Use of replication impaired lentiviral vectors as immunogens in mice) , a class 1 assessment, which would have required a re-write to make it class 2. The safety office proposed tagging the amendment onto a different class 2 assessment to avoid the group having to re-write the assessment.

Everything then went quiet until July when Corinna Kulicke informed AH that they would like to start some work using the CRISPR/Cas9 system to knock out a set of genes in human cell lines. They wondered whether they could use Marella’s original risk assessment to cover the work.

At the same time Corinna had written to AT to see whether their assessment IMM 045 (Cloning and expression of genes for studies into gene function and immunology) would cover the work or whether they needed to write a new assessment.  

TM stated that it had got somewhat complicated since they had contacted AT separately so we ended up with 2 assessments. AT had sent one assessment off to HSE and TM had had to get it returned to avoid 2 class 2 assessments / fees  being submitted . AH hadn’t been aware of the situation.


TM then informed Corinna that she needed to write a class 2 assessment, which they subsequently did very quickly. The only comment was that they should include details with regards to their future aims to broaden the assessment and avoid additional future costs. TM stated that she had asked them to take a step back and look at what they would be doing over the next 5 years and include it. TM wanted to avoid going back to the PI and saying the work they were proposing wasn’t covered and they needed to pay £1000 again. 
Around this time Claudia Lopez asked AH about the status of tagging IMM087 onto a class 2 assessment, and upon contacting Tracey, she suggested that it was included in Corinna’s assessment making it more generic.
Corinna combined the updated IMM87 and her CRISPR work in the new class 2 risk assessment and Tracey made a couple of edits to make it more generic, and the assessment was sent around the GMSC in August.
Because it was so well written there were no issues and the assessment was sent to HSE.
Acknowledgement and consent were received at the end of September.
TM stated that once the assessments get to the GMSC the only comments should be related to lack of equipment or logistics etc. TM stated she could only comment on the science.

PH suggested that the framework of the assessment could be used as the format for class 2 assessments as it was so good. AH agreed as it was similar to PH’s update of the CRISPR technology  originally completed  by Joey Riepsaame  in Marella’s group. TM agreed as the CRISPR assessment was one she sent to everyone as an example.
6. Cancelled GM Risk assessments 
AH stated that there were 4 cancelled assessments this year but looking through the master spreadsheet there may be others that need to be cancelled.  There was a Tom Hanke assessment which needed to be checked. TM suggested they some PIs may come back to do things but AH stated that he is not here anymore. TM stated he was over at the Jenner Institute.
7. GM risk assessment updates
AH informed the group that there were 8 updates this year 
8. Any other business –none
AH thanked the GMSC for all their help over the past years and informed them that KR would be taking over the role of WIMM BSO in April.
9.        Date of next meeting
Proposed date for next meeting to be determined by KR. 
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